Choosing the Right Text

For Read Aloud (Think Aloud):

Choose a book as close to grade level as you can. Students’ listening comprehension levels are generally much higher than their reading comprehension levels. In addition, this will expose your students to higher level vocabulary words in a format where you are directly supporting their comprehension.

For Shared Reading:

Continue with the grade level text and simply scaffold your instruction to support struggling readers. This can include choral reading, echo reading, or cloze reading so that students are reading portions of the text, but they are never alone with the text; you are always supporting them.

For Independent Reading:

1. Put your students in order by their reading level based on the DRA.

2. Cut off any outliers (significantly higher or lower than the rest of the group). 

3. Find the median reading level for this group.

4. Choose a book at that level.

For Assessment:


Generally, your assessment should include a short, lower-level text so that you can determine if students can do what you just taught without a literacy barrier. However, it should always include a grade level text (the level of the CRCT) so that you will know how students will fare on their next CRCT.


Example: 3rd Graders going on to 4th Grade

	Student A
	Pre-primer

	Student B
	1.0

	Student C
	1.5

	Student D
	1.8

	Student E
	2.0

	Student F
	2.2

	Student G
	3.0

	Student H
	3.0

	Student I
	3.2

	Student J
	4.2


During Math/Lit hour:

You will be able to target your instruction even more than in the regular school day. For example, you can pull out your outliers (really low and really high students) and provide differentiated instruction in very small groups. Also, when you group your students into smaller groups for this time, the median reading level for each group will change, so you will adjust your text level to more specifically meet students’ needs.

One more thing…. How do you know what grade level a text is?

Check out the Scholastic Book Wizard! Look around this page for lots of easy ways to find the perfect book for your students. Go to: bookwizard.scholastic.com
The Process





I have arranged these students by reading level.


Remove Student A and Student J as outliers.


The median is between 2.0 and 2.2. 





Read Aloud – 4th grade text





Shared Reading – 3rd or 4th grade text





Independent Reading – mid-to-high 2nd grade text





Assessment – both a 2nd grade text and a 3rd grade text











