Guided Reading/Literature Circles for Institute

Choosing a text:

· One book, short story, or article for the week/summer

· Choose a book in the mid-to-top realm of your students’ DRA levels

· Every student must have a copy or, at the least, be able to see/touch a copy

Basic Guidelines (non-negotiables):

· Choose one strategy to focus on per day/week. It can be the same strategy you teach during the regular section of class or something different. Your students need all the strategy instruction and practice they can get. Choose a strategy that fits your text for that day.

· It’s okay if students use other strategies that day, too. Compliment them on that.

· Be sure you read the text before class. Mark up your copy of the text with pencil or post-its for where you plan to stop and use the strategy

· Remember to focus on the big ideas in the text (strategy is a means to an end)

· Students must follow along while others are reading.

· Students should have some independent reading time each day and some time to write in their journals each day.

Introducing procedures and texts:

Day 1 – outline expectations and procedures for this time of the day; set up the journal; explain what good readers do when they pick up a book - preview, predict, discuss the genre, etc.  (A, B)

Day 2 – review procedures and expectations, introduce major vocabulary for the first week, and review predictions from yesterday. You can include an anticipation guide or other engagement activity here to get them really excited about the book. Consider reading the most exciting page as a way to get kids excited! (A, B, C)

Day 3 – review major vocabulary, briefly review procedures, introduce the strategy, begin modeling (C, D, E, M)

Days 4 – briefly review vocabulary, read aloud and prompt students to try the strategy. Then, share the reading using one of the ideas below. If there’s time, offer some independent reading and journaling (M, P, G, I).

Days 5 -15 – stick to the ABCDE…MPG every day/few days just as it is listed above. Teach new vocabulary words when they come up (C).  Introduce a new strategy when it’s applicable (DEMPG). Review previously taught strategies and review journal entries as needed to keep kids motivated and to assess growth and needs.

How you can use the journal:

· Take notes about genre, predictions, vocabulary, etc

· Write down things they think during reading

· Reflect on their reading processes

· Write a letter to the author or to other students

· Build graphic organizers or two-column notes

· Revise their predictions or reflect on their old entries

· Example:

· If your strategy that day is predicting, they should listen and follow along while you read a little and model your prediction.  (DEM)

· You should guide them to make their own predictions as you read. (P)

· They need to write their own predictions as you/they read. (G)

· They should read on their own and make a prediction. (I)

· Closing—how did they use predictions today? Were their predictions right? What did they learn today?—they write this in journals.

Ways to Read:

· You read aloud while you model the strategy.

· You read aloud while you prompt them to try the strategy.

· Ask a fluent reader to read a little for the group.

· Ask students to whisper read to themselves while you listen to them and assess their fluency and pace.

· Partner reading. 

· Popcorn reading.

· Independent reading and journal writing  - potentially a lot of this (sit with the one/two students who can’t read the text independently)

Lesson Planning: 

· Use the shared reading (not the read aloud section) or 5-step lesson plan template.

· Turn in one lesson plan every day, even though you may not include all parts of the “I do, We do, You do” every day. Write ABCDE…MPG on your lesson plan each day so that you know which parts you’re including each day. 

· Assessment – review of journal entries and anecdotal notes about fluency and use of comprehension strategies

During math/lit hour:

· More independent reading with teacher check in

· Smaller groups

· You will probably use many different texts, rather than one text all month.

· Instruction is specific to students’ needs (including word study, vocabulary, and skills taught in class each day)

