5-step Lesson Plan Exemplar 

8th Grade English 


Philippe Ernewein, Literacy Specialist

	VISION-SETTING
	OBJECTIVE.  

What is your objective? (
	KEY POINTS.

What knowledge and skills are embedded in the objective? (

	
	SWBAT identify and describe the traits of a character (behavior, appearance, personality) and use the text to support the answers. ELA8R1c(i)
	· When we talk about a character, we often describe that character in terms of character traits, descriptive adjectives like happy or sad that tell us the specific qualities of the character.
· Understanding the traits of a character helps the reader to build a picture of the character.

· Characters’ actions help us understand how characters feel, what their personality is like, or the motives behind their actions.

· We analyze a character through his or her traits, emotions and motivations. 

	
	ASSESSMENT. 

Describe, briefly, what students will do to show you that they have mastered (or made progress toward) the objective.  (
Attach your daily assessment, completed to include an exemplary student response that illustrates the expected level of rigor. (

	
	Exit Ticket: students complete test practice (modeled after CRCT).  See exemplar responses attached.

	
	CONNECTION TO THE BIG GOAL.

How does the objective connect to overarching goals? (

	
	Understanding how to identify and describe traits of character is a critical step in being able to interpret plot in complex literature.  Achieving this objective will bring my students closer to being able to engage with higher-level texts, move them 6 steps on DRA and help them be prepared for college.

	DETERMINING METHODS

	4. OPENING (10 min.) 
How will you communicate what is about to happen? (  How will you communicate how it will happen? (
How will you communicate its importance? (  How will you communicate connections to previous lessons? ( 

How will you engage students and capture their interest? (
	MATERIALS. 

 

	
	· Do Now: Introduce F. Scott Fitzgerald quote, “Action is character.” Ask students to write for one minute in their journals about what FSF may have meant and how the underlying idea connects to the literary characters in their recent reading. Lead short discussion selecting students using Popsicle name sticks. 
· Introduce Lord of the Flies.

· Has anyone ever heard or seen the TV show survivor? I didn’t until I started reading this book and my students told me there was this show I had to see because it paralleled the story of LOTF.
· Lord of the Flies is a novel by Nobel Prize-winning author William Golding. 

· It discusses how culture created by man fails, using as an example a group of British school-boys stuck on a deserted island 

· They try to govern themselves with some less than successful results. 

· Because it tackles the controversial subjects of human nature versus the common good earned it position 70 on the American Library Association's list of the 100 most frequently challenged books of 1990–2000.

· In 2005, the novel was chosen by TIME magazine as one of the 100 best English-language novels from 1923 to the present.

· The book is also on many lists of commonly read books by college bound students, as an excellent example of how character traits like behavior, decision making, appearance and personality are shared by the author to tell the reader important details about the character. In chapter one of LOTF this introduction of character traits involves mostly Ralph and Piggy, two of the main characters.

· Explain that it is very important to be able to identify the specific traits of a character in the text; to be able to understand a character, we must be able to identify the traits associated with that character.

· A few key vocabulary words we will encounter in the first chapter are:

· Lagoon: an area of shallow water separated from the sea by low sandy dunes
· Creeper: {This word can be used in a variety of contexts, for this reading it means…} a plant that grows upon or just beneath the surface of the ground, or upon any other surface, sending out rootlets from the stem, as ivy.

· Scar: {Again, a word we have encountered in other readings, conversations, but here, because the author is British, we have a usage of the word that we are perhaps not familiar with…} A bare rocky place on a mountainside or other steep slope, free of vegetation or trees.
·  “Character analysis represents one of the most common assignments given in literature classes; successful character analysis demands both abstract and literal details. Does anyone know the difference between abstract and literal? (Solicit volunteer answers…) That’s right: with literal the explanation is right there in the text, abstract puts more of a demand on the reader and requires that we, the readers, interpret and make sense of the character by what his or her actions, emotions or motivation may mean. We are going to be learning about character traits and how that knowledge can be applied to specific characters by taking another points of view (thinking skill: OPV, other person’s viewpoint). Like a role play, like an actor on a stage, you will identify the character traits of the character you adopt and pretend to be.”

· We’ll start with a definition and then move to reading and we’ll conclude by working and reading independently.


	· Journals

· Classroom novel

	
	3. INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL (12 min.) 

How will you explain/demonstrate all knowledge/skills required of the objective, so that students begin to actively internalize key points? (  

Which potential misunderstandings do you anticipate?  How will you proactively mitigate them?   (  How will students interact with the material?  (  
How/when will you check for understanding?  How will you address misunderstandings? (
How will you clearly state and model behavioral expectations? (  Why will students be engaged? (
	

	
	· Let’s start with our definition of character traits. Students are expected to take the following notes in their classroom 3-ring binder, mini-lesson section. Words in bold are highlighted for students as words to write down.

· “What is a character trait?” (Slide or overhead #1)

· When we talk about a character, we often describe that character in terms of character traits, descriptive adjectives like happy or sad that tell us the specific qualities of the character. They’re the same kinds of words that we might use to describe others, or ourselves but we’re using them to describe fictional characters in something we’ve read.

· “How do we find a character’s traits?” (Slide or overhead #2)

· The author may tell us these traits directly, but more often the author will show us these traits in action. Our job as readers is to draw a conclusion about the character’s traits (to infer them) from what the character says, thinks, and does. We might infer a character trait from something a character does only once, or we might draw conclusions from a series of things the character says and does.

· Preview of worksheet: Identifying Character Traits. (Slide or overhead #3)

· Shows 2 column graphic organizer; left column labeled action, right column labeled character traits they reveal. The heading of the worksheet is book title and character name.

· Before we start reading the first chapter of LOTF, please draw a T-chart with me. Copy what I write on the poster board/overhead/dry-erase board; as we read, just like FSF’s quote, on our graphic organizer, we are going to keep track of the character’s action and list those actions on the left column. 

· After the first page we’ll stop and jot down the character traits/emotions those actions revealed. At first, this strategy is being overtly modeled by teacher on poster board/dry erase board. Teacher reads to the bottom of the first page and stops to fill in the first action on the chart. 

· Teacher reads to end of first age and stops to fill in first action on chart.

ACTION

EMOTION

“Lowered himself down the last few feet of rock” (page 1)
Carefully, cautiously

“Taken off his school sweater” (page 1)
Feels liberated, free

“Clambering heavily among the creepers”  (page 1)
Frustrated, tired

· Potential misunderstanding; actions that don’t clearly relate to a specific character trait. Anticipate this and refer back to the mini-lesson, “Our job as readers is to draw a conclusion about the character’s traits…” and sometimes an action may not help us identify a character trait. 

· Think/Pair/Share: brief explanation/review of expectations and procedures. With a partner you will answer the following two questions; you will each have one minute to talk. After the first minute I’ll ask you to switch and give your partner one minute:
· What is a character trait? Answer: Descriptive adjectives like happy or sad that tell us the specific qualities of the character.
· How do we identify character traits in a passage? Answer: Draw a conclusion about the character’s traits (to infer them) from what the character says, thinks, and does.
· During TPS, teacher roves and takes note of student answers; corrects when needed, selects students for share out. After 2 minutes, allow for 1 minute of student answers.
· Whenever a good reader finishes a text, he/she always pauses to think about the main idea of the entire passage, but instead of doing that together right now, I want us to look at it the way we will see it in just a few weeks – on the CRCT. These strategies work so well that we can even use them to answer those tough questions on the CRCT.
· Let’s read page 19 together, look for character traits, and use our new skills to answer these two CRCT questions: see bottom of LP.

	Classroom text

OH or PPT of mini-lesson

Poster board

	
	2. GUIDED PRACTICE (24 min.)

How will students practice all knowledge/skills required of the objective, with your support, such that they continue to internalize the key points? (
How will you ensure that students have multiple opportunities to practice, with exercises scaffolded from easy to hard? (
How/when will you monitor performance to check for understanding? How will you address misunderstandings? ( 

How will you clearly state and model behavioral expectations? (  Why will students be engaged? (
	

	
	· Now we are ready to adopt a character, we have Ralph and Piggy. Become one of those characters for the next activity; we’ll capture our thinking on this handout called Identifying Character Traits. Please start by labeling the top; our book is Lord of the Flies, you select the character: Piggy or Ralph.

· Continue reading text aloud as students follow along and fill-out graphic organizer. Rove around the room; checking students’ list of actions. Pause when you encounter and action; decide if it reveals a character trait. If so, include it on the chart.

· What action did you jot down? What are you thinking about writing in column two? Modeling for students, begin to add character traits in second column. (see exemplar attached)

· Now we are moving toward you practicing this strategy with a partner.

· After students have listed 3 – 5 actions, move to partners. In pairs one student reads a paragraph as listener continues to jot down actions of their adopted character. At the end of each paragraph students complete right column and generate ideas for what character trait that action has revealed. Student stop at top of page 18 (new characters are introduced here). During GP teacher is roving around room and visiting with all pairs. After 10 minutes, students share an action and related character trait. New blank worksheet is distributed for IP.
	ID Character Traits worksheet

Poster for modeling

	
	1. INDEPENDENT PRACTICE (14 min.)

How will students attempt independent mastery of all knowledge and/or skills required of the objective, such that they solidify their internalization of the key points? (
How will students independently practice the knowledge and skills required of the objective, such that they solidify their internalization of the key points prior to the lesson assessment?  (
When and how would you intervene to support this practice?  (
How will you provide opportunities for remediation and extension? (
How will you clearly state and model behavioral expectations? (  Why will students be engaged? (
	

	
	· Shifting modalities, using new blank worksheet, lesson will conclude with IP, as student read for 10 minutes. Students will switch characters from Ralph to Piggy/Piggy to Ralph (depending on which character they have not followed) on new ID of Character Traits worksheet and work solo jotting down both actions and character traits. Opportunity for a challenge for students, incorporate new characters as they encounter them in the last part of chapter 1 (Sam, Eric, Johnny, Jack, Simon).

· Conclude with three quick share-outs.

· Students turn in ID Character Traits worksheet

· Distribute exit slip.

EXIT SLIP: Practice Test

1.  A character trait can best be defined as:

A. A character’s name in a fictional story

B. A gift the character displays at the end of a work of fiction

C. Descriptive adjectives that tell us the specific qualities of the character

D. The physical characteristics of a major or minor character

3. What kind of person is Piggy?

A. He is intelligent.

B. He is fast-moving.

C. He is selfish.

D. He is shy and quiet.

2. Which of the following traits does Ralph possess?

A. He is quiet.

B. He is slow.

C. He is inquisitive.

D. He is a lazy person.

4. Identify a character in a recent book or movie or TV show; list an action and what character trait that action may have revealed:


	· 2nd ID Character Traits worksheet

· Exit ticket

	
	Lesson Assessment:   Once students have had an opportunity to practice independently, how will they attempt to demonstrate mastery of the knowledge/skills required of the objective?  (
	

	
	· Students complete the exit ticket and turn in.

	

	
	5. CLOSING (5 min.)

How will students summarize and state the significance of what they learned? (
Why will students be engaged? (
	

	
	· Changing modalities, move students to informal setting (corner or table in front of room) to share what they wrote on their exit slips. 


	


CRCT: example for end of INM

	Based on the actions on page 19, what kind of person is Ralph?

A. Confused

B. Cautious

C. Confident

D. Arrogant
	Which of the following traits describe Sam & Eric:

A. Shocked

B. Enthusiastic

C. Tired

D. Bored


