Predicting/Inference:
1) Picture Walks #1 – 
Show students pictures in lesson opening to get them to predict what the lesson 




will be about. Pictures should go from hard to easy. EX: I am teaching a lesson on 



genes. My pictures could include: a picture of a chromosome, a piece of DNA, a 




picture of a family, a series of pictures of different eye colors; lastly (if students 




still haven’t guessed) a picture of a pair of jeans with a “sounds like” sign.

2) Picture Walks #2 – 
If you are about to read a text with a lot of pictures (a math test, a science lab, a 




chapter from any text book), do a picture walk first. Flip through ALL the pages 




that will be read and examine the pictures, having students guess what they will 




learn on that page based on the pictures.

3) Unit Predictions – 
At the beginning of a course or unit, students examine opening sentences from 




texts that they will read completely in later sessions. Students make predictions 




about the texts then return to their predictions throughout the course or unit to talk 



about the prediction strategy and to increase reading comprehension.
4) Stop and Think – 
At any point while you are reading a text (OR doing a science lab), stop students 




and ask them to guess what will happen next. Have them write it on a post-it note 



before they share out.
5) Anticipation – 

Anticipation Guides are often structured as a series of statements with which the Guides



students can choose to agree or disagree. The questions directly address the 




themes and issues of the lesson, unit, or text. Note: students should always revisit 



their anticipation guides during the closing of the lesson, unit, or text to re-assess 




their answers based on their new knowledge.
Questioning:

1) Code the Text – 
Have students mark up the text with post-its. Any time they see a word/issue they 



do not understand, have them write a “?” on a post-it and their question below. 




Then stick the post-it on the appropriate page until it can be addressed.

2) Partner Notes – 

While reading any text, pair students and have them pass notes as they read. A 




student should write a question on the paper; the second student responds to the 




question/looks for the answer. Then the second student asks a different question, 




and the process repeats. You can guide them, if you choose, by giving them topics 



to write questions on.

3) Write a Quiz – 

Have students practice writing “quizzes” (that they can, if you like, give to one 




another or to the class). Students should write quiz questions and, depending on 




what your needs are, have a class competition to answer the questions OR have 




students switch with a partner and answer each other’s questions.

4) Fishbowl or – 

Teacher (or student who has been prepped) sits and the middle of the room and pretends Psychiatrist”

to be something (an element from the periodic table) or someone (Napoleon). Students in 



the classroom come up with questions to ask the 
person/thing in order to enrich their 



comprehension of that thing/person.

Summarizing:
1) Shaping Up – 

1.  Have students draw: a large heart, a large square, a large triangle, and a 




large circle on their papers.

   



2. In the upper left-hand corner, "The Heart," have students write one thing 





that they loved learning about in the lesson being reviewed.

 



3. In the upper right-hand corner, "The Square," have students write four things 





that they feel are important concepts from the lesson being reviewed. One concept 




should be placed in each corner.

  



 4. In the lower left-hand corner, "The Triangle," have students write the three most 




important facts they learned from lesson being reviewed. One fact should go in each 




corner.




  
5. In the lower right-hand corner, "The Circle," have students write one, all-





encompassing (global- like the circle) statement that summarizes all of the important 




concepts and facts learned in the lesson being reviewed.

2) Exit Slips – 

Create to your needs.

3) Thinking/Feeling/ 
As students leave room, have them pre-write and post post-its on a poster 


Walking Away 

by saying one thing they are thinking after the lesson, one thing they’re 


With – 


walking away with, and one thing they’re feeling.

4) Four-Two-One – 
1. Ask students to individually generate four words that capture the most important 



aspects of the learning experience.

   



2. Share, with learning partners or in small teams, their four words and compile a 





list of the words they have in common. From this list, determine two words that 





they agree capture the most important aspects.

   



3. Determine the 1 word or big idea that best represents the most important 





learning of the experience.

   



4. Share the various lists generated by their group in order for the whole 






class to make as many learning connections as possible.

5) Chunking – 

As students read information from a text, they summarize the paragraphs or 




“chunks” of text in 1-2 sentences (in their own words) in the margins.

Connecting:
1) Text-to-Self – 

Asking students to make connections between what they’re reading and their lives

2) Text-to-Text – 

Asking students to make connections between what they’re reading and another text.

3) Text-to-World – 
Asking students to make connections between what they’re reading and a larger 




issue going on in the world.

Visualizing:
1) Painting Pictures – 

When students are reading a text with no pictures, have them draw out images 





that correspond with the text.

2) P3 (P Cubed) – 

Picture, Predict, Paraphrase any text that students are reading. (This is also a 





strategy for predicting as well as summarizing).


Self-Monitoring:
1) Code the Text

(see definition above)

2) PMI (Plus, 

Students write a “+” when they find things they agree with/think are good; they 
Minus, Interesting) –  

write a “–“ when they find things they disagree with or think are negative; they write a 




“!” beside places in the text they feel are important.

3) ACID Marks – 

Agree “+”; Confused “?”; Interesting “!”; Disagree “—“ – ACID marks are just 





more intense PMIs.  

